
Culpeper County Republican Committee (CCRC)

 
 Statement on COVID-19 & Re-Opening Virginia

April 23, 2020

To curb the spread of COVID-19, our nation faces one of its greatest challenges. During this 
public health and economic crisis, the CCRC Executive Committee’s priority remains the safety 
of all the Committee’s members, as well as the citizens of Culpeper, and the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

Throughout the past six weeks, we have watched state and federal officials hold press 
conferences, issue stay-at-home orders, and essentially grind our country’s economy to a 
screeching halt. Recently, President Trump has issued a three-step plan to phase the public back 
to normalcy and to jumpstart the nation’s businesses, many of which are already at or near 
bankruptcy. 

Meanwhile, other than his recent extension of the “non-essential” business closures from April 
23 to May 8 and the continuation of the residential stay-at-home order through June 10, the 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia has provided little to no guidance as to how we will 
return to life as we knew it. In fact, on April 15 Governor Northam said, "Together, we will 
figure out how to build a new normal," indicating no real inclination for getting us back to our 
prior way of life in the first place. Even in his most recent press conference, he declined to offer 
a plan of action.

As we have witnessed firsthand in our community of Culpeper, many local small businesses, the 
lifeblood of our neighborhoods, have been forced to shutter and may never reopen. Thousands 
have been laid off, and all of this has had a crippling effect on our local economy. The longer this
goes on, the more the devastation and the more businesses and jobs will not make it back. 

At this time, we urge Governor Northam to follow President Trump’s example and release a plan 
with criteria and an intended schedule which will allow our businesses to reopen with alacrity as 
soon as is safely possible. Up until this point, the Governor has failed to demonstrate the 
leadership that we expect and need. 

So far, the Governor’s executive orders have extended beyond his Constitutional authority. We 
must take action to reclaim our own Constitutional rights, and to stand in accordance with our 
Republican creed.



Culpeper, with all its charm and unique shops and businesses, cannot survive this way 
indefinitely. Culpeper Republicans join the many calling upon the Governor to follow President 
Trump’s wise example by issuing a blueprint to Reopen Virginia as soon as possible. 


